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 CAPT Tom O’Brien, USN 
(Ret.), was recently honored 
by the Quilts of Valor Foun-
dation for his service in the 
U.S. Navy’s Submarine Ser-
vice covering over 27 years.  
The mission of the Quilts of 
Valor Foundation is to cover 
all combat service members 
and veterans touched by war 
with comforting and healing 
Quilts of Valor (QOV).  The 

quilts are stitched with love, prayers, and healing thoughts.  
Members who have been wounded or touched by war are 
awarded this token of appreciation that unequivocally says, 
“Thank you for your service, sacrifice, and valor.” Presented 
to Tom by QOV member, OPCC resident, and retired naval 
aviator CAPT Bill McCamy USN (Ret.) at Tom’s Orange 
Park, FL, home, with his wife, immediate family, and grand-
kids looking on, CAPT McCamy gave a concise history of 
the Foundation and its evolving mission and then present-
ed a beautiful, patriotic-themed, quilt that will be treasured 
as a keepsake and valuable memento within the O’Brien 
family for years to come. 

A Quilt of Valor

Continued on page 7

Tom is presented the Quilt of 
Valor by CAPT McCamy

Tom & Ann with the 
Quilt of Valor

Tom & Ann + Elizabeth, 
John, & Mary

The Citation
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2021 OPCC
Board of Directors

John McCormack, President
904-728-8623

jmccormack@pmc-ronwood.com
 TJennifer Tossavainen, Vice-President

904-866-9291
jtoss@cbvfl.com

 Bob McKinney, Treasurer
904-375-9554

bobpat4FL@comcast.net
 Randy Rutan, Secretary

904-276-5067
randy@randyrutan.com

 Quint Bowman, Member at Large
904-601-8595

ministerqabowman@gmail.com
 Wilma Miller, Member at Large

904-272-5493
wcmil@bellsouth.net

 Linda Sparks, Member at Large
904-272-4456

ecology22@aol.com
  

Publication Policy
The function of the community newsletter, “Behind the 
Gate” is to serve the entire gated community of Loch 
Rane and Orange Park Country Club and is a product of 
Clay Today.

Priority will be given to reporting news and activities of 
the community and other news and events that directly 
affect the residents.  Second priority will be given to 
articles of general interest as space permits.  Articles and 
photos must be sent to Lisa Beach at lisacbeach@gmail.
com by the deadline date below.  Due to space limitation, 
all articles are subject to editing. 

Letters of opinion must be signed, as well as brief and in 
good taste.  Views expressed are those of the writer and 
do not express the viewpoint of the publisher, OPCCOA 
or LRIA.

Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement or approval of any product or services by 
the publisher, OPCCOA or LRIA.  The publisher reserves 
the right to refuse advertising that does not meet the 
standards of the publication.

The publisher of “Behind the Gate” agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless OPCCOA and LRIA for any claims 
asserted against or financial liabilities incurred by them 
arising from commercial content of this publication or 
anything contained in any advertising copy, including 
without limitation any claims of whatever nature asserted 
by advertisers or potential advertisers.

OPCC Board of Directors Meeting
Our first meeting at the cabana for the 
year was a welcome change.  There was 
not a big turnout, but we still had several 
interesting questions and discussions.  
Please plan to join us for the April 
meeting.

Our finances are in good shape so far 
as we continue to watch expenditures.  
There have been no unexpected/
unplanned charges.

The ARB confirmed 19 applications 
previously approved via email.  We will 
continue to do business via email to 
avoid a delay in residents’ scheduled 
work.  The more complete and detailed 
an application, the easier and faster an 
approval is possible.  We confirmed three 
final inspections and approved one new 
tree removal and driveway project.

One sidewalk repair has been completed 
and several potholes have been filled.  A 
larger paving project will be completed 
later this year.

We will be discussing the future of our 
community building as the year unfolds.  

We recently had repairs done as a result 
of structural issues and settling.  I doubt 
anyone expected the double wide 
manufactured building to last this long.  
We will be considering options as we 
move forward.

Water aerobics classes will begin mid-
May.  The same instructor will be leading 
the classes, Monday through Thursday 
9:00-10:00 a.m.  The cost remains $15/
month.  You can call to reserve a place as 
there is a limited class size.  There was no 
mention of evening classes.

There is no new news concerning the golf 
course.  A broker has been assigned to 
the property, but no offer has been made.

We had in excess of 13,000 people 
coming through the gate last month.  
Barcodes were deactivated today for 
those who are delinquent in paying 
January dues, including late fees.

We will be tightening the estate sale 
process based on lessons learned recently.

The next meeting will be held April 20 at 
6:00 p.m.

OPCCOA/LRIA Steering Committee Report
March 2021 / By Randy Rutan

March’s meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. and adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  All members were 
present.   There were no guests – not surprising since the meeting was preceded by tornado warn-
ings. The February meeting minutes were approved as were the February Financials.  There were 
a couple of changes to be made to placement of expenses in the budget line items.  Overall, the 
budget looks good.  There was some discussion regarding the planting of caladiums along the bou-
levard, distribution of our community newsletter and a potential crosswalk at the boulevard and 
Glenlyon due to concerns for pedestrian safety.  The next meeting will be held at the community 
building on April 15 at 6:00 p.m.

March 16, 2021 / By Bob McKinney

mailto:jmccormack@pmc-ronwood.com
mailto:jtoss@cbvfl.com
mailto:bobpat4FL@comcast.net
mailto:randy@randyrutan.com
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2021 Loch Rane 
Board of Directors
Brian Rogers, President
rogersbw@gmail.com

Chuck Bryner, Vice-President
bryner@comcast.net

Marie Bryan, Treasurer
marieandbobby@yahoo.com

James Hudgins, Secretary
secretary@jhudgins.com

Thomas Coppola, Member at Large
tcoppola4778@gmail.com

Kathryn Marko, Member at Large
navynomad@hotmail.com

Gary McMahill, Member at Large
mcmahidga@aol.com

2021 Steering 
Committee
Kathryn Marko, Chairman

Randy Rutan, Secretary

Daniel Butler, Member

Tom Martin, Member

Marie Bryan, Member

The Steering Committee meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the community building.  The purpose 
of the committee is to oversee issues of 
joint interest in the common areas of Loch 
Rane and OPCC.  Homeowners of both 
communities are invited to attend.

Loch Rane Board of Directors Meeting
By Brian Rogers

The March meeting of the Loch Rane Board of 
Directors was held on March 9, 2021.  It was 
attended by a few residents at the community 
building, and roughly a dozen via zoom.  We 
appreciate those owners who took the time 
to attend and follow what is going on within 
the community.

The Treasurer’s report showed we are under 
budget again this month.  A trend we hope 
to continue throughout the year, so drainage 
infrastructure repair projects can remain the 
focus.  As always, monthly financials are post-
ed to the lochraneonline.com website for all 
residents to review.

Steering reported a barcode cost increase to 
$15 and the return of Food Truck Fridays.

The BOD unanimously ratified last month’s 
vote to approve the $600 per home assess-
ment, ensuring all processes and procedures 
were followed to the letter in levying a special 
assessment.  More than half of the neighbor-
hood has paid the assessment in full and we 
will move forward with the first round/phase 
of storm drain repairs, hopefully beginning 
work in April.

Another revision of the Covenants and Re-
strictions has been completed and a meeting 

will be held on March 31 at 6:30 p.m. for res-
idents to attend (both in person and online) 
and provide feedback as we move forward 
with this process.  We will make a copy of the 
current proposed revision to residents online 
prior to the meeting.  Our hope is with resi-
dent involvement, we can continue revisions 
and obtain a 66% vote for the changes.  This 
will allow for the rules and regulations that 
govern this neighborhood to be updated from 
the covenants written in the early 70s.

Chuck Bryner cleaned out and improved the 
large concrete drainage weir on Arran Court, 
allowing the pond to drain down to its normal 
level.  Unfortunately, we have noticed more 
beaver dams or other obstructions impacting 
the outflow ditch behind this pond.  Most 
likely, this ditch has not been cleaned and re-
dug in 10 to 20 years.  It will need to be done 
in the future when funds are available.  In the 
meantime, we will reach out to our usual ven-
dors to bust up the beaver dams and/or clear 
the blockages in the short term.   

The next meeting is scheduled for April 13 at 
6:30 p.m.  (The zoom link will be available on 
the LR website.)

We offer Everything From Routine Eye Exams to Surgical 
Services | We Accept VSP & Eyemed  

www.clayeye.com
(904) 272-2020

NEWNEW
LOCATIONLOCATION
1658 ST. VINCENT’S WAY
SUITE 250 
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068

Orange Park | Fleming Island
Riverside | Mandarin | Middleburg

Submit Your Stories
Help contribute to your community newsletter!

This newsletter is produced for Loch Rane and 
Orange Park Country Club.  If you’d like to offer 
content for publication, here’s how to get started:

Stories/Photography: Send your articles  
and/or high-resolution JPEGs to Lisa Beach at 
lisacbeach@gmail.com. Articles should be sent 
as Microsoft Word attachments that are saved

as “.doc” files.  Photos should also be sent 
as attachments not embedded in an email.

The May 2021 Deadline for content; Sunday, 
April 19.

About this Newsletter
Publisher/Advertising:   
Jon Cantrell, jon@opcfla.com 

mailto:rogersbw@gmail.com
mailto:bryner@comcast.net
mailto:marieandbobby@yahoo.com
mailto:secretary@jhudgins.com
mailto:tcoppola4778@gmail.com
mailto:lisacbeach@gmail.com
mailto:jon@opcfla.com
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FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY!
April 9, 2021

Muzzi’s Madhouse will be here providing us with 
a taste of Chicago.   They offer meatballs subs, 
chicken parm, Italian sausage subs, Chicago style 
hot dogs, grilled chicken or veggie wraps, salads 
and sides.  The menu will be available online and 
you will be able to preorder.

Ready to Make a Splash?
Save the Date-- 
Water Aerobics begin Monday, May 10. Classes will 
be held Monday thru Thursday 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Still 
only $15 a month.  (Attend as many classes as you 
would like to during the month.)  Space is limited.  
Please RSVP to Wilma Miller at wcmil@bellsouth.net 
if you would like to reserve a spot.

More info to  
come through  
the community 
newsletter, online 
and via E-blast.

Meet Our New OPCC Street Captains 
For Legacy Drive
The Gonzalez Team Would Like to Introduce Themselves… 

Linda & George Gonzalez have 
been married for 40 years and 
have one daughter. Linda was 
not born in Jacksonville, but has 
lived here most of her life. George 
lived in New York as a child and 
then moved to Puerto Rico, he 
lived there until he joined the 
Navy.

Linda worked as a Medical Tech-
nologist for 30 years and is now 

retired.  George retired from the Navy after 30 years of service as a 
Chief Warrant Officer 5 and went on to work for the military as a 
civil servant; he is now fully retired.

While George was on active duty they lived in Jacksonville FL, Bruns-
wick ME, Atsugi Japan, Fallon NV & Virginia Beach VA.

George and Linda love to travel and have been to many places 
throughout the world via the Navy and on their own.  They have 
traveled to over 29 countries with some of the major highlights 
being, Hawaii, the Western Caribbean, Spain, Italy, Turkey, Monte 
Carlo, China, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Indonesia, Singa-
pore, Malesia, Thailand, Lima, Cusco, Ushuaia, Cape Horn, Falkland 
Islands, Uruguay, Argentina, Egypt, Alaska, Vancouver, Ireland, 
England, France, and a recent trip to New Zealand. 

While retired, Linda has a booth at Southern Crossing Antiques Mall 
in River Side and also enjoys hunting for antiques items and craft-
ing. George keeps busy with his booming eBay business, fishing, 
and going on 12–16-mile bicycle rides.

Linda and George have been living in OPCC since 2008.  They enjoy 
the tranquility of our community and say they intend to stay for a 
very long time.  

(Editor’s Note:  George & Linda Gonzalez live at 327 Legacy Drive.  
Contact info:  757-613-0176 or gunnnerg@aol.com.  Welcome to our 
Street Captain team!)

CONCENTRATING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

“Prepare for tomorrow … have peace of mind today.”
Nancy E. Kemner, J.D., LL.M.*

Conveniently located at: 859 Park Avenue, Suite 104 Orange Park, Florida 32073
(904) 278-1178 • www.KemnerLaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING
✓ Revocable Trusts
✓ Last Will and Testament
✓ Durable Power of Attorney
✓ Advanced Directives

ELDER LAW*
✓ Probate
✓ Probate Avoidance
✓ Medicaid Planning
✓ Qualified Income Trusts

Serving Families in Florida for Over 25 Years

 In accepting this wonderful quilt, Tom thanked Bill and 
the Foundation for this unique recognition of his service 
while recounting a few of the most memorable moments 
of his tours of duty on USS JOHN ADAMS (SSBN 620), 
based at Charleston, SC, and USS CANOPUS (AS 34), a 
submarine tender based at Naval Submarine Base, Kings 
Bay, GA.  Highlights of his CANOPUS tour included trips 
to Nassau, the Bahamas, a short-notice transit to Annapolis 
Roads, MD, where CANOPUS served as the moored tender 
for the visiting submarine during an “introduction to sub-
marines” weekend for U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen, 
and a fabulous five-day port call to St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands.  The 1,300-member wardroom and crew of CANO-
PUS learned that their hard work making the submarines 
and ships ready for sea, bonded the crew significantly and 
resulted in the ship earning the Battle Efficiency “E” award 
and several port visits that would not be forgotten.

A Quilt of Valor          Continued from page 1
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Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

904-955-9488 | PalagioSeniorLiving.com | Hello@PalalgioSeniorLiving.com
1525 Kingsley Ave  |  Orange Park, FL 32073

“Safety is a big concern and Palagio has 
got us covered!” - Howard and Lois M.

“We are thrilled with the delicious food 
and variety of activities” - Mary L.

“It is nicer than the 5 star hotel I stayed  
at in Manhattan” - Tina R.

Tour TODAY and  
Move In TOMORROW!
See what our residents are saying!

Happy New You!Happy New You!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
Happy New You!

Live the Good Life®

Happy New Happy New YearYear!!
Happy New You!

Explore what 2021  
   looks like at

Tour TODAY and  
Move In TOMORROW!

Explore what 2021  
   looks like at

Lights Out Northeast Florida is a partnership between Duval Audubon Society, St. Johns 
County Audubon Society, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens and our newest partner, Down-
town Vision, Inc. to encourage building managers and homeowners to reduce and turn 
off artificial lighting at night to ensure birds safe passage during their migration.

We are in need of volunteers to help us by walking downtown areas during spring and 
fall migration and counting birds that have been killed or injured by window strikes. Suffi-
cient data about the dangers that bright building lights cause to migrating birds will allow 
us to have informed discussions with building managers and elected officials.

https://jacksonvillefl.wbu.com/

https://www.jacksonvillezoo.org/Lights-Out

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY…Fun Things to Do!
The Mandarin Art Festival brings together more than 100 
local and national artist exhibitors for this annual Easter 
weekend event, which also features food vendors, children’s 
activities, live...Read more on https://festivalnet.com/62564/
Jacksonville-Florida/Art-Shows/Mandarin-Art-Festival  April 
3-4, 2021, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 12447 Mandarin Road, Jack-
sonville, FL 32223

Please join Beaches Museum on Saturday, April 10 from  
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the annual Springing the Blooms 
festival. Taking place throughout the Museum’s Pablo Histori-
cal Park, Springing... Read more on https://www.beachesmu-
seum.org/events/springing-the-blooms-festival/  381 Beach 
Boulevard, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

WHAT IS JACKSONVILLE SCIENCE FESTIVAL (JSF) AT A GLANCE? 
Who? All students, teachers, experts, organizations, local busi-
nesses and community partners coming Read more on AARP 
Near You  Saturday, Apr 24, 2021 at 10:00am, Riverside Arts 
Market, 715 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32204

The Clay County Agricultural Fair 
The moment you’ve all been waiting for is finally here! A county 
tradition returns to Green Cove Springs. The Clay County Agri-
cultural Fair opens its gates to the public with rides, treats, and 
games. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit .
https://www.claycountyfair.org/.  April 1-11, 2021

Jax River Jams Concert Series will be held every Thursday 
from 4/8/21 to 4/29/21 from 5:00 - 9:00 pm at Riverfront Pla-
za (Former Jacksonville Landing site). The concert will feature 
national...Read more on https://www.eventeny.com/events/
Downtown-Concert-Series-395/?series=281

Join us at Naval Air Station Jacksonville as we celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels! The NAS 
Jax Air Show, the Birthplace of the Blue Angels, will be April 
10 - 11, 2021...Read more on https://m.facebook.com/
events/361187815021244?active_tab=about

Kids' Korner
In case you missed this last year, here 
is a little history lesson on the Easter 

Bunny and Easter Egg?
The Easter Bunny is not a modern invention. The symbol 
originated with the pagan festival of Eastre. The goddess, 
Eastre, was worshipped by the Anglo-Saxons through her 
earthly symbol, the rabbit.
The Germans brought the symbol of the Easter rabbit to 
America. It was widely ignored by other Christians until 
shortly after the Civil War. In fact, Easter itself was not widely 
celebrated in America until after that time.
As with the Easter Bunny and the holiday itself, the Easter 

Egg predates the Christian holiday of Easter. The exchange 
of eggs in the springtime is a custom that was centuries 
old when Easter was first celebrated by Christians.
From the earliest times, the egg was a symbol of rebirth 
in most cultures. Eggs were often wrapped in gold leaf 
or, if you were a peasant, colored brightly by boiling 
them with the leaves or petals of certain flowers.

Today, children hunt colored eggs and place them in Easter 
baskets along with the modern version of real Easter eggs — 

those made of plastic or chocolate candy.

NOW LET’S 
HAVE AN 
EASTER 
EGG HUNT!  
CAN YOU FIND 
THE 10 HIDDEN 
EGGS ON 
PAGES 2-11?

https://festivalnet.com/62564/Jacksonville-Florida/Art-Shows/Mandarin-Art-Festival
https://festivalnet.com/62564/Jacksonville-Florida/Art-Shows/Mandarin-Art-Festival
https://www.beachesmuseum.org/events/springing-the-blooms-festival/
https://www.beachesmuseum.org/events/springing-the-blooms-festival/
https://local.aarp.org/event/jacksonville-science-festival-2021-04-24-jacksonville-fl.html
https://local.aarp.org/event/jacksonville-science-festival-2021-04-24-jacksonville-fl.html
https://www.claycountyfair.org/
https://www.claycountyfair.org/
https://www.eventeny.com/events/Downtown-Concert-Series-395/?series=281
https://www.eventeny.com/events/Downtown-Concert-Series-395/?series=281
https://m.facebook.com/events/361187815021244?active_tab=about
https://m.facebook.com/events/361187815021244?active_tab=about
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Natural Food Based Dyes for Easter Eggs
Ingredients

Red:  2 pounds beets, peeled, diced

Yellow/tan:  1 pound onion skins

Yellow/orange:  1 ½ cup (1.9 ource) jar turmeric

Purple:  2 small heads red cabbage, sliced

Warm brown:  1 (6-up) pot of strong coffee

Distilled white vinegar
For all but the coffee color, in a 5 quart saucepan add 1 vegetable or ingredient. Add 4 quarts water, bring to a boil and cook for 1/2 hour 
or until the color is very dark. Allow to cool to room temperature and strain out vegetables. Add 1/4 cup distilled white vinegar and then 
add hard boiled eggs to each color. Refrigerate overnight. For the coffee color: brew the coffee. Allow to cool to room temperature. Add 
1/4 cup distilled white vinegar, add hard boiled eggs, refrigerate overnight.  Watch how to make this recipe at https://www.foodnet-
work.com/recipes/natural-dyes-for-easter-eggs-recipe-1954856

Source:  foodnetwork.com
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GET STARTED FOR  
ONLY $95! 

Exp: 4/30/21.  $150 Value.  Cannot be combined with other          
discounts, offers or promotions. ctnews421 

If your child’s progress in school is not where you want it 
to be, it’s time to act.  Sylvan students see up to 3 times 
more reading and math growth than other students.   

Sylvan will assess your child’s academic skills and       
develop a personalized learning plan to get your student 
back on track. 

READING, WRITING, MATH, STUDY SKILLS, ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY, ACT AND SAT PREP 

Sylvan of Orange Park 
1414 Kingsley Ave, Suite 4 

Orange Park, FL 32073 

269-2000 
SylvanLearning.com CONCRETE & DIRT WORK • free estimates

904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential                No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work • Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

Sheila’s Monthly Inspiration

ONE MUST LEARN BY DOING THE THING,  FOR THOUGH YOU THOUGHT
YOU KNEW IT,  YOU HAVE NO CERTAINTY UNTIL  YOU TRY.

Welcome
to the neighborhood

Johnnie & Karen Hickson
639 Cherry Grove Road

Trent Linick
328 Devonshire Lane

Richard & Anginetta Parks
2329 Tweed Court

Melvin & Robin Thomas
772 Duart Drive



NO
BULL

904-272-2200 • WWW.GORDONCHEVY.COM • 1166 BLANDING BLVD., ORANGE PARK

See You at the

Clay County Fair
April 1st-11th
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